Virginia Latino Advisory Board
Minutes
Friday
May 16, 2014, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Virginia War Memorial
621 S. Belvidere Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23220

Members Present: Carmen Williams, Aleyda Kasten, Jorge Lozano, Joel Martínez, Alex Vanegas, Theresa Speake, Kris Tilley-Lubbs, Michel Zajur, 
Members Absent: Laura Ramírez Drain, Federico Morales, Flux Neo, Gabe Rojas, Omar Rashid, Cecilia Martinez, Beatriz Amberman, Deborah Muñoz, Mike Martínez
Ex-Officio Members Present: None
Liaison with Governor’s Office: Duane Stafford
Guests Present: Demas Boudreau; Secretary Nancy Rodrigues, Secretary of Administration; Levar Stoney, Secretary of the Commonwealth; Anna T. Birkenheier, Assistant Attorney General, Financial Law and Government Support Section; Hon. Mark Herring, VA Attorney General; Elizabeth Griffin, Education Section of Attorney General’s Office
Welcome and opening remarks: Michel called meeting to order at 1:10 pm. 
In order to allow time for guests to speak, the approval of minutes was postponed.
Nancy Rodrigues, Secretary of Administration, oversees Dept. of Human Resources. She implemented having and additional search, adding an additional requirement/preference for bilingual/multicultural skills for job searches. She will be reviewing how much people are being paid for having the skill of being bilingual or multicultural. Currently seven jobs are posted that list a requirement/preference for having a language skill. Her office will be able to track how many people apply for the job. What is the caliber of the people who apply for these positions. She also plans to review the pay scales to see if the pay levels align with these additional skills. Gov. McAuliffe is extremely supportive of these initiatives.
Organize Virginia asked her to announce that Congressman Luis Gutierrez will hold a media event about comprehensive immigration reform, along with many Virginia leaders, on Wednesday, May 28.
Secretary of Commonwealth, Levar Stoney, brought messages from the Governor. Michel asked him to speak to what the Governor would like to see VLAB do. The Governor hopes to see more grassroots organizations. He hopes to see more diversity on government boards to establish parity with the population of the Commonwealth. He asked for specific names to serve on boards. There is a list of board vacancies at www.commonwealth.va.gov. Joel Martinez asked that we receive an email with a list of board members. 
Michel inquired about topics important to the Governor. Secretary Stoney mentioned SOL reform, restoration of voting rights, healthcare coverage gap, and having the budget signed by July 1. Many folks in urban and rural communities who are in need. 400,000 people in the Commonwealth are without healthcare coverage, which costs the Commonwealth. Providing healthcare would reduce healthcare costs for the Commonwealth.
Jorge raised the question of Latin American trade missions. Secretary Stoney affirmed that the Governor’s interests would be aligned with these initiatives. Jorge suggested a trade mission for the fall.
Theresa asked for a commitment from the Governor for small business growth in the Commonwealth. 
Secretary Rodrigues requires numbers in order to make commitments. The Governor is less concerned with the number of jobs created than with the number of jobs lost. We need to do a better job of getting jobs listed and then with communicating what is happening. 
Demas, Government Liaison for Chamber, and involved in VACALAO. He provided a Legislative Update:
· VACALAO focuses on the social side of the Latino community in the Commonwealth.
· In-state tuition for Deferred Action Recipients
· Notary fraud
· Secretary Rodrigues informed us that many notaries who pose as notaries have been prosecuted.
· VACALAO seeks approval of a bill that requires that all notaries who advertise in other languages post that they are not attorneys, unless they are, in fact, attorneys.
· Medicaid expansion being sought. 
· Voter ID: VACALAO supports any effort to eliminate potential disenfranchisement at the polls due to discrimination in name spelling. Secretary Rodrigues suggests that our community be educated about registering to vote using the name that is on the driver’s license. There will be a photo ID. There needs to be a definition of what “legal name” means. There also needs to be a clear understanding of reasonable match. 
· Immigration assistance: one place to receive assistance with immigration issues. 
· How could there be affordable assistance for people to become American citizens?
· There is a group of folks, including the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, interested in pushing forward the ability to get a driver’s license without a legal presence. They would have to have insurance and would have to have driver training so they can learn to drive right to get a license. This would allow people to get to work. People can get a TIN to pay taxes, but they can’t get a driver’s license.
VLAB can’t advocate or lobby, but can recommend.
Anne Birkenheier will serve as the board advisor. Theresa requested that we all be sent conflict of interest forms. Michel inquired about reimbursement for expenses. Duane said he continued to inquire, but was told there were no funds. Secretary Rodrigues said we cannot be reimbursed since there are no funds appropriated. We could request funds from the General Assembly. Joel inquired whether there could be dial-up or audiovisual meetings. As of July that will not be possible. Alex inquired whether there could be proxies. Secretary Rodrigues said that none of the board she sits on allow proxies. If a seat is empty, the quorum is based on the current membership. The current board has 17. If a term expires, can people serve beyond their expiration date unless requested by the Governor to resign. How many times can people miss meetings without being removed?
Go to the website and register asking to be reappointed. 
An advisory board differs from a regulatory board. We can only advise, not make regulations. We fall under the Executive Committee. 
The statutes require that VLAB be comprised of 21 members. 
Jorge suggests committees be established to hold community forums to address problems in the community. If 3 or more members of VLAB are present, it must be posted as public notice and minutes be posted. No action can be taken, but initiatives can be brought back to VLAB. 
Josh Lief is working on a draft of bylaws. Anne will send us a draft of bylaws.   
Anne will also send us the conflict of interest form.
Contact: abirkenheier@oag.state.va.us or 804-692-0558


Future goals:
· Bylaws
· Future directions
· Workforce development
· Education 
Welcome from Jeb Hockman, Director of Marketing and Communications for the Virginia War Memorial, providing a brief history and information about upcoming events. There will be a service on Memorial Day, with a concert in the afternoon. There will be a war history road show in June. On July 3 there will be fireworks on Brown’s Island. There will be food trucks and a brass percussion concert, 7-9. July 25 WWII style show with the Andrews Sisters and Bob Hope. There are many events that occur. They also rent out for weddings, corporate events, receptions, etc. to make money for the Foundation. There is no charge for military events or state agencies. They have military commissionings. Michel added that there is a large number of Hispanics in the military.
Attorney General Mark Herring spoke about the announcement he made earlier this week regarding the Dreamers. Overview:
· DACA students here with a lawful presence can establish domicile and thus be eligible for in-state tuition. 
· Individuals with temporary or student visas are excluded.
· With the DACA certification, they have a legal presence.
· Live in VA for a year to establish domicile.
· These students are bright, and following the Commonwealth’s investment in them K-12, it makes no sense to withdraw opportunities.
· These students have overcome language barriers. They are achieving at high levels. They want to continue to achieve. This will help to build human capital in the Commonwealth. 
· His office will have to work out details with CAD grants.
· 8100 students are qualified with DACA certification.
· At this time, DACA students are still not eligible for federal funding, but the state is examining whether they are eligible for state funding. 
· Theresa suggested a public service announcement. 
Elizabeth Griffin in Education Section of Attorney General’s Office can answer specific education questions. 
Secretary Rodrigues suggests that we be involved in the Women’s Monument. The purpose is to recognize Virginia women for their contribution. No Latinas have been recommended for statues or for the glass wall behind. She would take seriously any recommendations from VLAB for names that be considered for the back wall. The woman has to be dead.
She also suggests that we advise the Governor on the proclamation for Latino/Hispanic Heritage Month.
Michel will contact individuals who are not attending asking for their resignations.
After bylaws are adopted, decide on number of officers. 
Theresa requests that a Doodle be set up to set a time for a meeting.
Future meetings:
· Late July/Early August
· September
· December
Theresa expressed thanks for Secretary Rodrigues attending.
Members introduced themselves. 
Jorge shared information about Casa Hispana. 
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Next Meeting Date: Michel and Demas will set up a Doodle for the next meeting.
Adjournment: Michel adjourned the meeting at 4:07 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kris Tilley-Lubbs
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