Virginia Latino Advisory Board
Minutes
Friday
December 13, 2013, 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Virginia War Memorial
621 S. Belvidere Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23220

Members Present: Beatriz Amberman, Aleyda Kasten, Alex Vanegas, Kris Tilley-Lubbs, Michel Zajur, Joel Martínez, Deborah Muñoz, Theresa Speake, Mike Martínez, Elin Doval
Members Absent: Laura Ramírez Drain, Federico Morales, Carmen Williams, Flux Neo, Gabe Rojas, Jorge Lozano, Omar Rashid, Cecilia Martinez
Ex-Officio Members Present: None
Liaison with Governor’s Office: Duane Stafford
Guests Present: Demas Boudreau, Elin Doval, Josh Lief, Roberto Quiñones, Sindy Benavides, Qian Cai, Delegate Thomas Rusk
Welcome and opening remarks: Michel called meeting to order at 1:10 pm. 
Since a quorum was not yet present, the approval of minutes was postponed.
Members introduced themselves and shared announcements. New members were present at the meeting:
Josh Lief, Senior Assistant Attorney General, legal counsel to VLAB, is present to discuss the mission and scope of VLAB. 
· Role of VLAB
· Advisory board, not policy board, to Governor.
· Stated broadly and subject to interpretation.
· All issues regarding Latinos in Commonwealth and internationally
· Undertake studies 
· May accept money from outside agencies—the legal language needs to be added to the webpage under “Authority.” May receive funds to conduct studies. May not receive funds for the community.
· 2012 Report to Governor needs to be uploaded to webpage. What about 2010.
· Should not use the word “advocate.” Limited to advising Governor.
A motion was made by Alex Vanegas that it be suggested that Duane Stafford be reappointed as liaison between VLAB and the Governor’s Office for continuity. Seconded by Elin.
The motion was unanimously passed.
A motion was made that the ex-officio members or designees from the Governor’s Office be urged to attend all VLAB meetings. 
The motion was unanimously passed.
20 members are officially listed as being on VLAB, but there have been three resignations. There should be 21 members, and the missing member positions need to be filled. Since there are officially 17 members on VLAB as of today, 9 comprise quorum. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Members stay on the Board until their terms end, at which time they may be reappointed or removed by the Governor.
Michel will work with Duane and Demas to draft by-laws regarding ways to deal with attendance isses. 
It was determined that 18 members are actually on the VLAB, and 10 are present so there is a quorum.
Mike Martinez moved that the August 2012 minutes be approved. Beatriz seconded it.
Alex moved that the February 201 minutes be approved. Mike seconded the motion. It was unanimously approved 
Beatriz moved that the 2013 Report to the Governor be approved. Elin seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved.
Sindy Benavides, National Director for LULAC, reported on demographics in the Commonwealth, as did Quian Cai, Director of the Demographics & Workforce Group at the University of Virginia’s Weldon Cooper Center for Public Service.
Demographics:
	Virginia
· 2020 1 million Hispanics in VA (11% of total population)
· 2030 1.5 million Hispanics in VA (15% of total population)
· 2040 2 million Hispanics in VA (19% of total population)
· Every 30 seconds a Hispanic turns 18. 
· Hispanics are the fastest growing population in VA, followed by Asian. The white population has declined and the African American population is stable. 
· The highest concentration of Hispanics is in NOVA, Richmond, Hampton Roads, and Winchester according to the racial dot map (http://www.coopercenter.org/demographics/interactive-map/citycounty/3691).
· The top ten places of origin: Mexico, El Salvador, Puerto Rico, Honduras, Bolivia, Guatemala, Peru, Colombia, Cuba, and Dominican Republic.
· Hispanic births in 2010: 13% of total births 
· Younger immigrant population—prime working age
· Educational attainment
· BA or higher 24%
· Some college 22%
· High school diploma, GED 24%
· Less than high school 30%
· 9th-12th 36%
· No diploma 64%
· High school drop-out rates 2013 graduating class
· 6%--all students in VA
· 12% of those students are Hispanic
· Highest drop-out rate
National
· 2020 68 million Hispanics (20% of total population)
· 2030 87 million Hispanics (24% of total population)
· 2040 107 million Hispanics (28% of total population)
· Hispanics are the largest minority in the US today.
A new measurement of poverty was developed in the 1960’s and has been readjusted according to location. 


Poverty rates 2011
	
	OPM
	VPM*

	US Hispanics
	18.2%
	23.1%

	VA Hispanics
	11.6%
	11.9%



*VPM: Virginia Poverty Measure

· Only Hispanics and Asians have a higher VPM when adjusted for region.
· Poverty level based on income and household size: Family of four--$23,000
· One half of all Hispanic babies born into poverty nationwide.
· The poverty is persistent—people don’t immigrate to the US to be poor.
Hispanic businesses growing three times faster than in other groups. 
Need to assure that the incoming Governor’s Office reflect the community, and that these statistics be presented to the General Assembly.
Sindy emphasized the necessity of aligning findings from the Governor’s budget with Hispanic funding.
Beatriz shared that Dr. Mirta Martin has been nominated to be appointed as Secretary of Education for the Commonwealth. Dr. Martin is currently Dean at VSU. She is of Cuban heritage. Beatriz recommended that VLAB send their support to the incoming Governor for her appointment as an act of unity. Beatriz moved that a letter be sent to Nancy Rodríguez and the Transition Team on behalf of VLAB in support of Dr. Mirta Martin with reference to her work with VLAB in the context of education. Elin seconded the motion.
There were three abstentions and seven positive votes, so the letter will be written.
Delegate López and Delegate Corey were invited, and Kate Herman, and Delegate Rusk will update us on the Dream Act and other legislation on behalf of Latino youth. Del. López and Corey sent an update in the packet.
Del. Rusk:
· Never supported the bill until signed by Pres. Obama.
· Why should VA spend that much money to educate youth without a legal presence?
· Once Pres. Obama signed, it became legal, and Del. Rusk supported.
· The bill never became fact until Del. Rusk supported it.
· Was Chairman of Higher Education Committee.
· Brought bill to HEC.
· Vote was 17-4 with recommendation to send to Appropriations.
· Bill was controversial, so it didn’t come out during election year.
· The Executive Order signed by Pres. Obama:
· Student must have 2.0 undergraduate and 3.0 graduate GPA
· Under 31, June 12, 2013
· Must have come to US before 16
· Must have entered US prior to June 2007
· Must have been in US on day bill signed
· Must be in school or have GED
· Must not have been convicted of felony or misdemeanor that endangers US
· Must undergo biometrics
Added for the VA bill:
· Must have attended or be in attendance at VA public or private school
· One parent
· Parent must have paid income taxes 3 years
If the student meets all criteria, then s/he is eligible for VA tuition. There are currently 7000 individuals without a legal presence in VA who are eligible for DACA.
DACA has received positive press from the Washington Post. 
Constituents need to send letters to legislators. 14-16 other states have already approved the bill. If you apply to a state school, there is a 98% chance that the student will be accepted at least at one state school.
Beatriz moved that VLAB authorize the Chair to approach the Governor to support Delegate Rusk’s bill. Joe Martínez seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 
Josh handed out information for how to complete the conflict of interest training, which is required by the Commonwealth for all board members.
Michel stated that for the March meeting we will have elections and also set the agenda for 2014.
Theresa asked that we be provided with an accurate list of board members.
Announcements
· Beatriz—Envision 2040—VA Beach did a study about how Latinos envision their community in 2040. They created a document, which the city has approved and is using for planning.
· Mike—in Richmond, working with companies in metropolitan area, focusing on universities to find ways to keep Latinos in Richmond who attend school in Richmond. Establishing network.  
· Jorge—CASA VA—meeting on Sat. open to people with fewer economic opportunities to come in to learn skills.
· Sindy—US Commission for Civil Rights—looking for Latinos to serve at federal level in VA and MD. She started Hola this fall.
· Roberto serves on Commission on Aging. Looking for people to work with gerontology. Hispanic employment group in NOVA on Yahoo. Non-partisan. 2000 members.
Next Meeting Date: Michel and Demas will set up a Doodle for the next meeting.
Adjournment: Michel adjourned the meeting at 4:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kris Tilley-Lubbs
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