Virginia Latino Advisory Board
Minutes
Friday
July 25, 2014, 1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Virginia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
8300 Boone Blvd. 
Vienna, Virginia 22182     

Members Present: Theresa Speake, Carmen Williams, Aleyda Kasten, Jorge Lozano, Debbie Muñoz, Joel Martínez, Alex Vanegas, Kris Tilley-Lubbs, Michel Zajur, Laura R. Drain, Deborah Muñoz
Members Absent: Federico Morales, Flux Neo, Gabe Rojas, Omar Rashid, Cecilia Martinez, Beatriz Amberman, Mike Martínez
Ex-Officio Members Present: Anna Birkenheier, Assistant VA Attorney General, Financial Law and Government Support Section; Nancy Rodrigues, Secretary of Administration
Liaison with Governor’s Office: Diana Vall-Ilobera
Guests Present: Maribel Ramos; David Corbez. Stafford Sun; Lolita Mancheno-Smoak; Ann Rust, Immigration Specialist, Senator Warner’s Office; Micah Edmond, Nicholas L. Roper; Delegate Michael Futrell, Gaston Araoz; 
Welcome and opening remarks: Michel called meeting to order at 1:18 pm. 
Due to the lack of quorum, the approval of the minutes for the May 16, 2014, meeting was postponed to later in the meeting.
One purpose of VLAB meetings was stated as providing an opportunity for sharing information about and bringing information back to our communities.
The highest ranking Latinos in state government were introduced: Nancy Rodrigues, Secretary of Administration; and Maribel Ramos, Director of the Virginia Legislative Office.  
Each participant briefly introduced her/himself.
Nancy Rodrigues again emphasized that she plans to attend every VLAB meeting. The Governor wants to reach out and make sure that everyone’s voices are heard.
Nancy presented Advancing Equity for Small, Women, and Minority Owned Business (SWAM), which seeks to maximize the participation of small businesses in state contractual work. Procurement has raised set-aside funds by $100,000. There is now enforcement that funds are used accordingly, a new feature with the current administration. Prior to the final allocation of funds, there is a review to assure that funds were used in alignment with the initial submitted and approved SWAM plan. The Governor is a big ideas person, so the allocation of funds must meet the criteria of increasing the economic growth of Virginia.
Nicholas Roper, Assistant District Administrator and District Project Development Engineer for VDOT reported on the Commonwealth Transportation Fund, 2015-2020. Funding for transportation is growing, but adequate funding remains an issue. The budget is $32.5 billion over a five-year period. There was a significant increase in funding from 5.7 to 11.5 from 2011-2014. The increase from 2015-2020 is $9.9 billion. Most money will be designated for repairs and improvement of roads, with emphasis on interstates and primaries because of their impact on commerce, and bridges. However, this means that the repair secondary roads will suffer. Virginia, particularly NOVA, has a high rating for bridge safety, but 93% of the bridges in the state are structurally deficient. Maintaining the roads in NOVA is particularly important to keep mobility. Most of this work is accomplished via contract work. System preservation is a transportation issue; $1 of preventive maintenance can save $4-5 of repair. The severity of the winter also affect the budget; frees/thaw cycles use significant amounts of salt. 
Jorge asks about upcoming contracting opportunities and how bundling will be addressed. Nick says there will be significant opportunities in the next 18 months. 
Theresa emphasizes the importance of reaching out to communities to make them aware of contracting opportunities through SWAM.
Nancy says that although Commerce and Trade is in charge of these issues, VDOT is a separate agency. They have an impressive record of working with SWAM businesses. $952 million will go to SWAM.
Ann Rust, State Director, Office of Senator Mark Warner and specialist in immigration casework, provided information regarding immigration issues. There is significant activity in immigration, although it is hard to see due to the lack of legislation. She presented an immigration update:
· No legislation going on; immigration reform will not happen in this Congress. 
· DACA was enacted by the President. Much work is currently occurring with DACA.
· Ann spent a week in Lawrenceville, VA, with FEMA, who was trying to find housing for the unaccompanied minors who arrived in VA.  Two places in the Commonwealth that house unaccompanied children are Youth for Tomorrow in Prince William County; and the juvenile detention center in Augusta County. Children who are determined to have criminal records are sent to the facility in Augusta County to await deportation. Housing was not found for all the children.
· In 2003, a federal lawsuit against the INS protested the detainment children without any criminal record in jails. In 2003, the care of these minors was passed to HHS. A high percentage of these minors arrive with a name and phone number for a family member in the States.
· A law was passed in 2004 to ensure that children without criminal records are held in the least restrictive locations possible.
· Since 2008, children have been able to apply for a special immigrant visa, also known as a juvenile visa. All children have a right to a hearing before a judge. The classification/identification that occurs at the border is a rapid process. Those unaccompanied minors who are identified at the border as possible criminals, gang members, traffickers, or as having been previously deported are placed in juvenile detention centers, but they still have a right to appear before a judge and are rapidly deported. 
· When President Obama declared a humanitarian crisis, FEMA was able to step in. This is not a new program; it goes back decades. 
· The concerns in Lawrenceville had to do with costs of healthcare and education. It is only when unaccompanied minors are (re)united with their families that they have an impact on the local economy. At the existing centers, there are self-contained systems for both education and healthcare.
· Supplemental problems have arisen. Most immigration attention at this moment is with issues at the border.
· It is not possible to provide a number for the children who are located in VA since the program has been in effect for decades. 
· There is a need to search for the root cause(s) for this recent wave of unaccompanied minors.
The minutes for the meeting on May 16, 2014, were read. A motion was made by Joel Martínez to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Carmen Williams. The minutes were unanimously approved with certain corrections.
Different dates were suggested for future meetings. Diana shared that the Governor plans to host a reception for Hispanic/Latino Heritage Month. She suggested that we hold the meeting on September 16 in the Patrick Henry Building followed by the reception. Nancy Rodrigues will check to see if the third floor of the Patrick Henry Building in the Governor’s Cabinet room is available. Nancy also suggested that we meet in December with the Governor’s Latino Council as they prepare legislation prior to making their recommendations. Michel suggested that the first meeting of 2015 be held in January in conjunction with the Legislative Reception. This would provide an opportunity for legislators to see our faces and get to know us. 
Michel reminded the Board about yearly reports, and shared that in the past, we have organized Town Halls around the state. Joel reminded the members that VLAB is an advisory board for the Governor. Nancy said that if we need a budget, we need to prepare it in September so it can be approved by the Assembly. Numerous suggestions were made regarding the need for a budget to look at legislative issues and advise the Governor on them.
Theresa and Jorge suggest that our task for 2015 be focused on business. Kris suggested that we broaden our scope to focus on education and other issues that have an impact on our community, as well as on business. Nancy stated that there is a current task force on the SOLs. Nothing restricts the VLAB from sending the taskforce a letter along the lines of “During your considerations, please keep in mind this perspective.”  We may have information about our community that the taskforce has not considered, and these issues could become part of the agenda. Jorge suggests that we adopt a holistic approach, looking at healthcare and education, which affect business. 
Anna Birkenheier presented the draft of the Bylaws for the Virginia Latino Advisory Board.
Theresa moved that we table the discussion on the by-laws until the next meeting when we have all had the opportunity to read the complete copy.
Micah Edmond suggested that the business community be invited to comment on any initiatives. 
Nancy said VLAB could make the community aware of Town Halls that deal with specific issues. We need to draw on the expertise of the Board members. We need to write letters to special taskforces, such as the SOL taskforce. 
Gerald Gordon, CEO of Fairfax Country Economic Development Authority. 53% of population in Fairfax is white. 196 countries are represented in Fairfax County, more countries than are in the United Nations. There are successful businesses from all over the world—17 of the top 500 Hispanic businesses, 12 of the Fortune 500. Fairfax, arguably best public school system in the US, has a 5.6% dropout rate. 58% are Hispanic. 350,000 new technology jobs in area are predicted to start in the next 15 years. Fairfax County has the highest median family income in the United States. 
Joel questioned whether it was all right that someone was recording. It is acceptable because it is a public meeting.
Announcements: 
Laura Drain: There is a new radio show in Fairfax through Fairfax Public TV. All are invited to participate. It’s for all of NOVA.
Nancy stated that all elections after July 1 will require an official ID. It is estimated that over 100,000 people don’t have IDs. They are available free of charge at any registrar’s office. They are available for those who don’t have another ID.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Joel said that Capital One is going into middle and high schools teaching students how to write code for software programs as part of an initiative to expose more students. This will start in the fall. 
Diana said to email her if you know of things that are coming up. Send her additions to the agenda.
Laura needs a company interested in the Milennium program. Bilingual interns are paid $15 per hour. 
Michel is organizing a lunch with the Governor at the Springfield Hilton on August 14. Let him know if you plan to attend so you can be recognized. 
Future goals:
· Bylaws
· Future directions
· Workforce development
· Education 
After bylaws are adopted, decide on number of officers. 
Next Meeting Date: The next meeting will be on September 16.
Adjournment: Michel adjourned the meeting at 4:07 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kris Tilley-Lubbs



4

